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The epiſtle of one 


frend to anothet, of a ſtrange fyre that was © 
ſene in the aire both longe and brode 
almoſt through al Getmany, and hat 
"as well the godly as the vngodly 


maye or ought therof to 
'. Joke for or feare, | . 


Fg | 
| 4 
— | 


y due ſalutations re- 
membzed right woz- 
ſhipfull brother, thys 
ſhalbe to let you vnder 
„ 1) ftande that in the be⸗ 
7,/8-»=" ginning of the pere of 
our lozd. M. D. LX J. wherein we are 
nowe, the thirde after the feaſt of the 
birth of Chꝛiſt, that is on childermas 
day: there appeared auer our citie and 
all the bo2ders of Swicerlande, two 
houres afo2e day the aire beyng clear 
a verp red fp2e,in maner whole toge⸗ 
ther, but that white furrowes o2 ſtra 
kes came betwene, and it ſtretched - 
out longe and bꝛode almoſt a furlong 
bꝛode, although in another place it ſe 
med naro wer, but in lengthe thꝛee oz 


foure times ſo muche , So that uvnto 
A.it. all 
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All the beholders in maner a whole 


mile long towardes p No2th it ſemed 
that ſome village 02 manp, oz els ſom 
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towne had bene on a great fy:e. And 


in many places the neighbours ran | 


together as it were to quench the fire 
of ſome of their neighbours: and ther 
wer which thought that thei ſaw in 


this fyꝛe of bloudp colour mani white 


foꝛowes oz ftrakes , verp like bnto 
bundels of ſpeares. But it continued 
not longe in one place , but remoued 
many kurlonges further, and when it 
was day o rather towardes 6 pe, by 
litle and litle it vaniſhed out of ſight 


gallie in maner of a great tower. 

By this pe may eaſly coniecture that 
this fyꝛe was on the higher parte of 
the aire, becauſe it was ſene ſo far of, 
and almoft folowed the moninge of 
the aire , + yet not on þ higheſt aire Þ 
there like vntothe comets 02 blaſing 
ffarres might be kindeled by the ele⸗ 
ment of fire. And this was alſo faith- 
fully ſhewed vs, that it was ſo ſeen at 
Zurich, Glaroua, Sägale, Conſtace 


and enery where round about þ laſs 
0 


WA | 


| 
| 


| 


being firſt gathered together at San 
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. thereof, and then was ſcene a ſhutin 
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of Aczon,and Uentſce, and ſo likewiſe 
at Baſill, and in the moſt part of the 
places of Swicerland , and the Keci⸗ 
ans 02 Griſons. But whether it were 
ſene any further we ſhall know ſhoꝛt⸗ 
ly. And in certain places bet wene Su 
ricke and the litle towne Elgia thet 
ſay that flames of firc fel down to the 
grounde and amaſed therewith a cer⸗ 
taine man that traueiledby the way. 

And a certaine credible man of the 
teritozie of @urike tolde me all the 
matter, which hedid diligently mark. 

Fy2ſt, when the night was cleare, 
and pet car it was day it became dar⸗ 
ker, euen in the ſetting of the moone 
it ſemed vnto him as it wer a certain 
light to rife from the earth as if di⸗ 
uers beames and of ſundzie colours 
(as when the Sunne by the d2oppes 
ofraine maketh diuers colours)ſhuld 
ſo by and by ariſe from the ground as 
it wer dꝛawen vp toward heauen,and 
there gathered a rednes as though a 
certaine cloude had wared red, t ſtode 
ſo à lptle while, and anone after a cer 
taine cloud went through the middeſt 
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out of fyꝛe as it had bene ſtarres oute 
of a burning cloude, 

The ſignification of thys wonder- 
full matter, righte learned ſp2, which 
J haue ſtudied vp tp exerciſe mp ſelf 


withall, & to ſtyzre vp my minde to þ 
autho2 of it, J w2ite vnto pou there- 
fo2e that J may hear pour indgement 
bpon the ſame which J much eſteme. 


The ſigniſication of the 
wonder. 


' r Fo2 as much as ſuch pꝛodigious 

wonders chaunce ſeldom in thys our 
time, and olde men far ſtrpken in age 
can not remembꝛe to haue ſene anye 
ſuch.therfo2e it is to be feared 4 loked 
fo2 ſome vnatuſtomed hap to folowe. 
Che bꝛedeth and bignes of it was 
notable , thzough which it was ſene 
euerp where long and bꝛode, and as 
it were euerp where nere hand, wher 
of we diuine and p2onunce a greate 
euyll to folowe , and that not to one 
region alone, and therin al men to be 
perplered and doutfull,to what place 
they maye chiefelp goe, and where 
they may reſiſt the ragyng fy2e. The 
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The colour of the fpꝛe it ſelfe like 
to bloode what betokencth it but 
warre: In whiche the lande ſhall as 
dounde in the blood of the ſlaine and 
all thinges waſted with fyꝛe; 

4 And thys calamitic is chiefelpe 
th:eatened to thoſe people to whome 
ſo ny thys wonder was ſeane nea⸗ 
re + 

And becauſe it apeared befoze dap 
lyght and of a ſodepne : vnloked fo2 
and in maner to al perſons as pet fle- 
pyng, therfoze it betokeneth the cala 
mities app2zochpnge to be looked foz 
to come vpon manye not thpnkpnge 
no: pꝛeparpng them ſelues, oꝛ repen- 
ting, andouer careleſſe in themſelues 
and not only ſuch particular calami⸗ 
ties to come, but ſhoztly an bphoped 
tudgement of the whole wozlde. 
And that within a ſhoꝛte time af- 
ter this: becauſe this burning of the 
aire was ſeane cuerp where as it had 
bene 1 t nere as J haue ſapde. 

7 And becaufe it endured but a 
ſhoꝛte tyme, therefo2e it maketh vs 
hope that the perſecution-tſhall not 
continue longe, g. lt 


And 
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And becauſe by and by after it be: 
ing vaniſhed away the Sunne aroſe, 
we hope the cleare light of the wur de 
of god to be the end of all perſecution, 

And that rednes was not al whole 
together, but deuided as it were with 
tertaine cleare and bzight ſpaces 03 
kurrowes by the which alſo ſtarres ap 
peared, that ſgniſieth, that in the mid 
deſt of thoſe calamities and perſecuti⸗ 
ons God wil comfo2t his elect, and in 
that fire ſhall iſſue out the heauenlpe 
bꝛightnes of the goſpell. 

10 And now ſeing this wonder was 
ſene in the beginning of the pere, ther 
fo:e ſhal we doute whether this cala- 
mitte ſhall indure a whole pere? Foz 

nowe alſo great mocions do begin to 
tome furth, and thei wil come further 
ercept god turne awaye great euils. 
o rather dare we hope becauſe it aps 
peared by t by after the birth of chꝛiſt 
that is the thirde day after, within ſq 
manypyeres hence, that our lo2de Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſtes docrine wilbe ſetfurth 
farre and bꝛod and as it were reſtoꝛed 
ag aine all falſhold being erpulſed 


and ſe the godly toloke foz to be⸗ 
ginne 


——— —— 


he hiftory of ſtrange wonder. 


gynne a newe pere and anew kynde 
of lpuynge. | 
11. And becanſe that bloudy fpꝛe ap- 
peared on childermas dape we do not 
deut bat that he which was ſomtime 
a reuenger of the bloode of the inno- 
cent childꝛen will now alſo become a 
reuenger and puniſher fo2 thoſe gods 
lp and faithful men, which haue ſuffe 
red perſecutid and death fo2 his name 
ſake . And fo2 them whiche as yet res 
main he wyl be a defender and main- 
tener, ſo that finallye they wyll ac- 
knowledge him to be a father of their 
canſe., and by amendment of life an- 
ſwere therunto and pꝛepare them ſel⸗ 
ues with pꝛater and ſobzietie foz the 
grate that is to tome. 
11. The ſhuting of ſtarres as it were 
the falling of them do dontles ſigniſie 
vnto vs, that the day of the great iud⸗ 
gement is at hande. A litle befoꝛe the 
which day that ſach foꝛe warning ſig- 
nes ſhoulde be ſcene our Loꝛd Chꝛiſt 
hath warned vs afoze hande longe 
But in no age at anye time hath 
ther be ſene ſo many and ſo great and 
A. v. ftrange 
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God by our loꝛzde Jeſus Chꝛiſte in the 
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ſtraunge wonderons ſygnes eucrye | 
wher abꝛoad as within theſe few pe- | 
res: that we oght altogether already 
to conſider that it is by tokens ſigni⸗ 
fied vnto vs that the lattcr day is not 
farre of, and both by other wonders & 
chie fly by this which is not perticuler 
no2 terreſtriall but almoſt vnincrſall 
and celiſtiall excepte we vtterly llepe 
with onermuch careleſnes and ſecuri 
tie. But firſt muſt that Babilonicall 
beaſt bepng ſtuffed with the bloode of 
ſainctes and pet not filled no2 ſatiſſied 
be caſt downe,and the ſincere goſpell 
p2eached agaypne thꝛougb the whole 
wozldc. The which that it mape very 
ſho:tip come to paſſe we ſhal pꝛap vn 
to the almightpe gracious and great 


holy Goff. 

And yet therfoꝛe we oght not to'p20 
miſe a careleſſe ſeturitie to our ſelues 
that the kingdõ of the pꝛince of Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes enemies ſhall decaye and fal: but 
ertept we doc th2zoughly take hede to 
oure ſelues by and by wpth amende⸗ 
ment of lyfe, and ceaſſe to bꝛagge of a 


vaine faith, beyng our ſelues 1 
c 
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ted and furniſhed with no good wo2- 
kes, we ſhall firſte be puniſhed by the 
ſame,” Foꝛ ſeynge oure lpfe of all in 
maner fo2 the moſte parte anſwe⸗ 
reth not to oure p2ofeſſion we haue 
manpe wapes deſerued moſte gre- 
uous puniſhmentes: and moꝛe tru⸗ 
ly then our aduerſaries, foꝛ this tauſe 
that in ſo great lyghte of the knewen 
truth, we be kyndled 02 moned wypth 
no feruencpe of ſpncere religion but 
wallowe and are wꝛapped in all kind 
of vices and wpll almoſte ſuffer no 
diſciplpne epther pꝛinate oꝛ publpke: 
And koꝛ the moſte parte all Magiſtra⸗ 
tes wyll not onelpe haue Dominion 
in the commune wealthe and in Ci⸗ 
tycs, but they alſo wpll haue rule in 
the church, but they will not commyt 
them ſelues to the common diſcipline 
of the ſame. | 

Finally, the paſfo2s and miniſtcrs 
of the churches fo2 the moſt parte be 
fall of ambition, couetouſnes, wan⸗ 
tonnes, and other vices, 4 be no bet⸗ 
ter than thoſe whome they ought to 
tcache and feede wpth the wo2de of 


GOD, but rather much woꝛſe. 
Whcrc- 
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Mhertoꝛe it is greatly to be feared $ 
nere the day ok the loꝛd dꝛaweth vpon 
vs, and that to vs that ware ſo colde 
halbe moued and not to a fewe of vs 
and pꝛiuatly as hath bene hcrtofo2e, 
but a common publike and vniuerſal 
ſoꝛe ot perſecution wherwith we ſhal 
be warned mo2e then inough: fo2 fro 
the aduerſaries of Chꝛiſts church and 
his memb2cs(ercept God tourne it a- 
Wap) ſhal go out the kyꝛe which hath 
bene of longe time pꝛepared fo2 vs, t 
from Italie vnto vs and towarde the 
No2th( þ which wap ß wonder & p20- 
degious fo2warning did incline) hall 
it tome furioufly vpon the chziſtians. 
Yotwithſtanding we hope and hum⸗ 
ly pꝛape vnto the moſt gracious and 
mighty god the father of our [02d Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt with lowly and deuot hars 
tes, that this cuell may ſone after be 
turned from vs:not fo2 vs but fo his 
name ſake, and the holy wo2zſhippers 
of his annopnted. Fo2 the bloode of 
thoſe which lenge ago alreadpe hathe 
bene moſte abundantly ſpylled & ſhed 
oꝛ conſumed with kyꝛe th2oughout al 


Germany, Fraunce, Jtaly, 3 
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and other regions (by that ſeuen hea⸗ 
ded and hozned and bloudp Babilont- 
cal beaſt with whome the kinges and 
p2inces of the earth haue committed 
and do commit foꝛnicatien) map now 
ſcme altogether to haue burſte out of 
the bowels of the earth wpth a fla- 
mynge b2ightnes , and that the ſame 
burnyng in the ap2ce betokening a re- 
uenging from the Lo2d(which is the 
defender and reuenger of hys ) hathe 
mingled togcther: That al men map 
ſee and vnderſtande the enident cauſe 
of this wonderful fozwarning, Ther 
fo:e god wil puniſh together his who 
he loueth that they map be amended, 
and wyth them o2 at the leaſt by and 
by after the enemies of his name whi 
ch go fozward obſtinatly in their ma⸗ 
lice, and in the perſecution of the ſain 
ctes. It becometh vs to acknowledge 
our fauts and to aſke foꝛgiuenes and 
not to deſpaire by and by at the firſte 
cruell aſaunte of Antichziſt whatſoe- 
ner they be. Fo2 he ſayth that he is in 
danger and aſſauted himſelf and that 
on every ſide is great fallyng aways 


fro him, e left he ſhulde vtterly be foz- 
laken 
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ſaken he pꝛoueth al thinges to the er 
tremitie, We yk we wpll continae in 
the ſincere calling vpon the Loꝛd and 
remeb2e to kepe our ſelfes in pꝛoſperi 
tie, ſo many as god wil haue kept ſafe 
krom theſe calamities ſhall pꝛoue and 
ſee a happy ſucteſſe and ſpꝛeadyng a⸗ 
bꝛode of the goſpell, thꝛough out the 
whole wo2lde : and the ruine and de⸗- . 
tape of that p2ince oꝛ ruler which vn⸗ 
der the tytle of the name of Chaiſte is 
againſt him being now of late begon 
wholp to be perfo2med. Foz this en⸗ 
terp2iſe of his as it is to be thought 
to be the greateſt ſo is it to be ſuppo⸗ 
ſed that it ſhalbe the laſte : and as he 
did ſeuer this wonder from the daye 
that was commyng , euen ſo it is to 
be hoped that at the cleare pzeaching 
of the Goſpel and the laſt judgement 
ſho:tly comming bpon it, al euil ſhal 
haue an ende. So we fo2 our ſclues 
oght foꝛ to geſſe well with good and 
baliant mindes. Fo2 the almyghtye 
can if he wil deliuer vs from all cala- 
mities , at the leaſt if he do not thoſe 
are happy ones which die ſtrongly in 


the confeſſion of his name foz 5 
| a 
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and the truth, But vahappy are they 
whoſoener thynke them ſelues con⸗ 
querours agaynſt Chziſt. | 


That prodigies or wonders be done or 
ſtyrred vp by god. contrary to the 
ſayings of the Epicuret. | 


A Riſfofle in his fy2ft boke of cele⸗ 
ſtiall ſpeculation and. v. chapter, 
in mencionyng of other thynges 
which be calleth fp2ye ſpeculations, 
Wwziteth thus. There be ſene ſometi⸗ 
mes in the night the aire being clear 
MR S ( hecalleth them 
bhozrible (ightes)to mete in the apze. 
As be gapyngs pittes bloody colours 
the cauſe whereof is euen the ſame, - 
which is of the other afoꝛeſaide. But 
nert befoze he had ſapd that of a cer- 
taine vapour oz eraltation that is 
whot « d2ie kindled in the bygh aire 
be made both certaine other ſpecula⸗ 
tions, as beames, Goates , blaſpng 
ſcarres, and alſo that which is called 
Thlora,that is a flame oz burning: and 
be ſapeth pf that vapour be kindled x 
ſhut fozth it ſelf wide and bzode, —— 
m 
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meth oftetimcs to burne like a fame 
as ſtra we when it is kyndled in the 
felde. tc. Of vapours truly (by the o⸗ 
pinion of the ſayde Philopher) whi⸗ 
th be ſene in p bigh aire in thecleare 
nightes, ſome in dede burne and that 

longe time, as blaſyng ſtarres: ſome 
a ſhoꝛt time, as flames tozchcs, ngas 
tes, ſhutyng ſtarres. Some other 4ps- 
peare to be ſomwhat that thei be not 
and they map pꝛoperlp be called hoz⸗ 
rible ſyghtes : as tloudes ſomewh.- | 
cleare of colour , but chiefelye red of 
colour and purple o2 blondp:fo2 other 
colours can ſcantly appeare, namelp 
ſuch as ariſe by þ reflection of beames 
oꝛ ſuch as by comſrion be white 4 fi- 
ty. Likwiſe ſuch as be called gapings 
o2 pitres, tc. And there be allo which 
thinke that there be ſuche colours in 
dede. And it mat be thought that ſom 

tyme bloodpe cloudes be in dede and 

ſometpme do apeare ſo. Foz we haue 

ted often that ther hath rained blood 

and ſometime that it only appeareth 
ſo, by the reflerion of the light. Tru⸗ 
Iv it is not to be douted but that both 


ther be and allo appeareth oꝛ ſemeth 
i pe a bloody 
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ſome naturall effect: as ſome mutati⸗ 


rere ea 


flames appeare to be mo2e red. Per⸗ 
Juenture ſome bepng perſuaded * 
ibeſe philoſophicall reaſons , wpl 

thynk this our wondꝛous oz ſtrangt 
token (oz bloodpe colour o2 fpꝛe they 
wyll name it rather a flame o2 celeſti 
all burnyng) vttterlp to be a naturall 
thyng. and ſuch as the cauſes thereof 
mape be ſufficientlye gathered out of 
the very boſome of nature: and to be- 
token nothyng els but peradnenture 


on of the ay2e and of the conſtitution 
and courſe of the pere: oꝛ ſome peſti⸗ 
lence at hand oz immediatlpe folow- 


ing: amonge the ſignes of the whpch 


nature thei learned are wonte to put 
fy2p ſpeculations,as gapynges, bur⸗ 
nynges,comets , ſhuttpng ſtarres, . 
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other thynges that by nyght mape be 
percepued in the apze. Foz although 
in this tyme of the wpnter vapours 


hoate and d2te, and to be inflamed, ar 


not wont to bꝛeake out of the earth: 
not withſtanding(he ſapth) it is to be 


ſhut in the earth with great froſt, bes 
ing the moe abundantly gathered to 
gether, bꝛeake out at the length with 
moꝛe violence when the wapes be o⸗ 
pened, and being raiſed vpon high in 
the hygheſt apze the heate beyng re- 
ſtrained by a repulſion and let, ozels 
that that colour was made by the bea 
mes of the ſonne then beyng neare to 
the riſyng being either kindled o2 els 
only appearyng by reflirion and tur⸗ 


—ning backe againe : and thoſe whyte 


furrowes were beames of the &unne 
bꝛought in that part onely whereon 
the ſubſtance of the vapours being 
gathered together was thinne. Foz 


the beames of the Sunne appeare 


muche moꝛe in the high mountaines 
then in the lower places. Alſo as it is 
waitten in hiſtozies, thys hathe alſo 


happened in other places. And greate 
| bur⸗ 


thought that they bepng the longer 
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burnings haue appeared fo2 many ba 
pours were gathered being long ſhut 
within the earth by the ſtrength of 
colde,and chiefely in places of moun 
tains whoſe bellies and waies be foz 
the moſt part full of ſuch vapours. 

Theſe and ſuche lyke thinges per- 
chaunce me that are curious in philo 
ſophie,o2 alſo vtterly godleſſe, as C - 
icure and ſuche other couetous per- 
ons will put furth , and ſo perſuade 


vs by this meane to feare nothpnge. 


The authour Cicero of dinination 
(ſapeth) this only reaſon , by the opi- 
nion and teſtimonte of the erpoſito2s 
of monſtruous thynges auailcth a⸗ 
gainſt all ſhewes monſters and won⸗ 
ders. If that whiche coulde neuer be 
done, be done, if it mape not be to be 
meruailed at, And ſo it to be no mon- 
ſtrous thing oꝛ wonder that may be 
done. But it was ſom great ſtregth 
whych opened the ſhuttynge of the 
carth,by it it may appeare. Becauſe 
that in ſome places about midnight 
an earthquake went befo2e : as cer⸗ 
tain watchmen did obſerne it at Su⸗ 
rick, and certain other hatd the ſha- 

B. ii. Kyng 
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kyng of pꝛon inſtruments and plats 
of glaſſe, other ſaw gappng in maner 
of pittes, and the dai befo2c the earth 
opened neare vito Tubinga. So thei 
do iudge that are indued with mans 
wiſdome. But we out of the holye 
ſcriptures, and out of the treaſure of 
the eternall and diuine wiſdom, and 
out of the trew mouth of our loꝛd, ſay 
that ſuch wonders be ſcnt from god, 
god doyng it other aboue nature, oz 
contrarp to nature, oꝛ els vſpng na- 
turall thynges to the ſignifpng of 
bys wyl, we (aye and do belcue it, al⸗ 
ſo hiſtoꝛies do witfAes, that alwapes 
great calamitiesHaue folowed after 
ſuche wonders, 


Out of the booke of lulius, of prodegies 
or wonders : made. oy. yere after the 
makyng of the cytye. : 
T.Gracco M. Juuentio Coll. amog 
other wonders that he rehearſeth, 


ſayth:that the fozme of two Sunnes 
were ſene in the dap, the ayꝛe burned | 
there was often lightnynge , ſtoꝛme 


and tempeſt. 4 
P. Scipio Naſica Cn. Martio Colt. 
it is red, that the apꝛe in e 
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burned, and much lightning fell. 

P. African and Lelio Coll, rpuers 
of blood flowed out of the earth, and 
in the night p aire was ſene to burne 
A ſtar dyd burne by the ſpace of two 
and thyꝛtpe dayes. 

C. Cecilio Cn. Papyꝛio Coll, in the 
night the mount of Albane was ſene 
to burne, houſes burnte with light⸗ 
ning and tokens out of heauen. The 
lande of Lucenſis gaped abꝛoade. In 
Fraunce the aire was ſene to burne. 
The Danes and the Dutehmen paſ⸗ 
ſcd the Alpes, bꝛake the league and 
made murder of the romaynes and 
thepꝛ felowes. 

C. Lelio. L. Domitius Col. among 
otherr pꝛodigies 02 wonders whiche 
he rchearſcth ſaieth: In Italp a bur- 
nyng to:ch appeared in the apꝛe, and 
all the aire was ſenc to burne. 

L. Partio, S. Julio Coſſ. in p lande 
of Anaria the carth opened + a flame 
aroſe vp,+ dyd ſhene in the element. 
About the land of Khegium, parte of 
the Citie that is towardes the Sea 
was onerthzowne wyth an pearth- 
quake, 


B. iii. Seneca 
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Seneca in hys fyrſt booke of naturall que. _ 
ſtions and. xv. chapter deſctibeth a won; 
der or ſtrange thyng like vnto outs. 


A Ponge the lightnings (ſapeth he) 

whiche the Grekes call «cla, maye 
put that fyꝛe that was in the apze, 
we haue red it often times in hiſto⸗ 
ries, the which burnpng was ſo high 
that ſometimes it was ſene amonge 
the ſtarres, and ſometpmes lo lowe, 
that it ſemed ſome fire a far of. A com 
pany of men of war under Tiberius 
the emperour (beyng amaſed when 
the aire fo2 the moſt part of the night 
did burne ) ranne to Colone koz ſuc- 
tour, the fpꝛe not beynge cleare but 
groſſe and ſmokye , Of theſe lighte⸗ 
nyngs no man douteth but thep haue 
a flame which they ſhe we, it is a cer⸗ 
taine ſubſtaunce of them. But in the 
fozmer lightnings was a bow and a 
crowne of ſome certaine ſubſtaunce, 
but it pleaſed vs not. xc. 


Out of the booke of Polidor Viigill of 
wonders and ſtrange thynges. 


In 


| 
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N the pere of our ſaluacion.C.xii. 
J. burnpng lyght in maner of a to- 
wie wypth great bzyghtnes was 
ſene to fall out of the ap ꝛc: when Je- 
ruſalem was taken of the Turkes. 


Wonders or trange thynges taken out of 
the reherſal of V. Frytſchy of Laubany. 


| the pere of dure Loꝛde. M. C. xl. 
the aire was ſene to bourne okten⸗ 

tymes, and many ſtarres were (ene 
to fall from out of the ſkyc into the 
earht. Burning lightes,fp2y dartes, 


and flyinge fires , were oftcn tymes 


ſene in the aire . Newe ſtarres were 
ſene. Celeſtial fires aroſe mani waits. 
There was ſene in the apꝛe a bzighte 
kpꝛe, a company of hoꝛzſemen and kote 
men to fight together, and cities, and 
ſwoꝛdes, and bloody wapours, were 
alſo ſene. Fc. - 

In the pere. M. C. and.rr . There 
was ſene in the aire bloody cloudes, 
a croſſe, and a whyte man. Cuen at 5 
time men thought a deſtruction ſhuld 
come vpon p whole wo2ld. It is wit 


ten in Chꝛonicles, that ſuche ſtrange 


things doe ſignitie ciuill warres. 
B. iiii. Ok 
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Df thoſe thynges whych folowed, 
pou map reade at length in p Chꝛoni 
cles of Boem, ſet furth by Auentpne 
in the leafe. D. C. xv. 

In the pere. M. CCC. lxrv.the aire 
was ſene to burne all night. 

In the. P. D. A. thꝛee fy2ye globes 
wer ſene in the afre in p nigbt in PiC 
nia Lipſia, which certaine ſtudents £ 
famous men did beholde. 

The pere M. D. L. J. the rrviii.da 
of January at Wliſban in Poztinga 
were ſene in the aire bloody roddes, 


and hoꝛrible fy2es,4 it rapned bloode 


alſo. 
eart 


urthermoze there was ſuch an 
quake that two hund2ed houſes 
were terriblie ſhaken and th2zowen 
downe in p which ſhaking moꝛe then 
a thouſand men periſhed. 

The pere. . D. EAA: , the firſt 
day of Febꝛuarp at Cathalane a citie 
of Fraunce, after the muſteringe of 
the hoſte whiche the kyng of France 
had commaunded to be done in that 
plate, a wonderful ſtrange ſight was 
ſene about the Moone. Foꝛ a greate 
fire aroſe from the Caſt part, 4 went 


to the weſt, And the Poone ſemed in 
maner 


| 


! 
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maner of a mighty great fire bzande. 


The flame of thys kpꝛe raged wyth 

eat noyſe , often caſtyng oute bla- 
yng ſparkes in the apꝛe, none other⸗ 
wyſe then when a ſmith beateth vp6 


ſcotle nameth ſuch ſpꝛe a goat. 


The anſwere of a godly learned freunde 


vnto the aforeſfayde lertter or Epiſtle, 


Dy letters. A. C. were giuen vn⸗ 

to me with the boke of wonders. 

Fo2 the which pour gentlenes F 
geue pou moſte heartye thankes. At 
pour departure pou dyd declare all 
thinges abundantiy and very plain- 
lp. In the meane tyme J p2aye God 
that fo2 his mercy ſake he wyll turne 
al things to p beſt . Fo? to ſtyꝛre you 
vp, J haue added many things which 
you ſhall Here reade. 


The figniftcation of the ſtraunge 


wonder. | 


S all men doe confeſſe wyth one 


to theſe countreps:ſo I thinke p cau⸗ 


ſcs of the ſapde eupll, to be ſo neare 


B. 9. vnto 


hoat iron: thus ſaith Fritſchius.Ari⸗ 


mouth, this vnaccuſtomed ſträge 
wonder to ſigniſie ſom great euil 
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bnto vs, that it ſhall perſe p eies and 
mindes of all men. And ſeyng fo2 the 
moſt part the calamities of mankind 
be ſermons of repentance , although 
the common people thꝛough crroure 
do alledge mani other canſes of euils 
notwandyng this fire of p apze is an 
enidet argumetsz token of p w2ath of 
god, that without it be a few J think 
there is none ſo foolyſhe oz ſo mad, 
which vnderſtandeth not that it is to 
come. We belene verelp that we ſhal 
not be caſt out of bliſſe , becauſe it ſe- 
meth that we ſhalbe ſo punpſhed fo2 
aure ſinnes: becauſe that the croſſe 8 
aduerſitie doth bꝛyng alwapes moze 


p20fit vnto the churche, then reſt and 


outhfulneſe. Of this commeth the 
common Pꝛouerbe. 
The bloode of the Martpzs wate⸗ 
reth the Garden ofthe Lo2de. 

But although our enemies farre er- 
cede vs in all kyndofeupl, yet notw- 


to them. Superfluitle is a p2ofitable 
inſtrument 4 occaſion,-pou wpll ſape 
the moſte parte of vs do want it, not 
ſuperfluitie . Keligion alſo on ny 
par 


The hiſtory of ſtrange wonders, 


parte is a lytle 1 t beginneth 
to be gainkull, no leſſe truly then the 
Romains in time paſſed, Fo2 we ſhal 
finde but a few diuines whiche wpll 
vouchſafe to ſeke pooze Chꝛiſt in the 
cotage and ſtable. Manye of them co- 
uet fat benefices,fo2 the whiche they 
ſcrue none other wyſe then thei wold 
ſerue foꝛ p ſacrifice of the aultar. Foꝛ 
that cauſe is there ſo much hatred, ſo 
much pꝛiup backbiting which encrea 
ſeth daply and hourly moꝛe t moꝛe, 5 
ther is none moꝛe deuided thẽ thei, in 
who ought to be moſt lone t conco2d. 
Theſe be the times which Euſebius 
ſetteth furth in the beginning of hys 
his eyghte booke vpon eccleftaſticall 
hiſtozies: who deſireth any Diocleſi- 
an whypch map reſto2e the weake me- 
bꝛes vnto their health agapne. 

God truely erneth hys church 
by fp2e, the whiche name is called in 
ſcripture croſſe and perſecution, wht 
th notwithſtandyng as J hope ſhall 
not be longe, no moꝛe then this mon- 
ſterous fire was longe, whyche laſted 
with vs no mo2e then an houre, and 
that befoze day lyght. Fo2 the Pſal- 

mogratfe 
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mograffe compareth the furpe of the 


bngodly lpke vnto fpꝛe amongeſt the 
tho2nes, which maketh a feruent fire 
and when it appeareth to be moſt ve 
bement , then ſoddenly it falleth and 
is tourned into aſhes, 


But although thys fpꝛe wyth hys 


beatedyd inw2ap the hygheſt moun- 
taincs , therefoze not onely the baſe 
ſtates but alſo the highe monarches 
ſhall come to ruine:notwithſtanding 
the ſtars whiche ſhone betwene, that 
is, the miniſters of the churche ſhall 
not be put oute of their ſeate: which 
ſetting the woꝛde of god befoz2e thep; 
face,ſhal ſhpne in darke night of per- 
ſecution by the cleare light of the goſ 
— vntyll the dape wiſhed fo2 ware 

zght, and the Sun of righteouſnes 
ſhync vp6 me. But one ſtar was ſene 
to fall from heauen, which being dza- 
wen by ß fp2e dyd furrow in the mid- 
deſt. It is to be thought, that one do- 
«our 82 other, either fo2 feare of the 


greate thꝛeatnyng, oꝛels being d2a- 


wen by hope of ſome p2zomoſion, ſhall 
be caſt out of his degre. Therfo2e the 
Lo:dis to be pꝛaied vnto,that he wil 

defende 


a 
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dekende vs ſtanding in the confefion 
of a ſincere faith, Foꝛ this cauſe it is 
good fo2 all godlp men to thinlke that 
the ſcourge of the loꝛde is afo2e their 
does: whome notwithſtanding they 
by the moupng of chaunces ſhall get, 
god onely knoweth which ruleth the 
cauſes of all thinges. Me wyll onely 
bꝛyng thoſe thyngs which be like the 
truth,. and ſeme not diſcagreble from 
the woꝛde of God. Foꝛ the wo2de of 
the loꝛd onught to be a lantarne to our 
keete, and a light to oure ſteppes. By 
it we may learn better p cauſe of our 
aduerſities,then may be perceiued by 
any ſuch wonders, which god ſendeth 
commonly ko the repꝛobate and ſtiffe 
necked men, amongeſt whome the 
woꝛde of God taketh no place, that 
all their erſcuſes may be cut awaye, 
Notwithſtanding J do not deny that 
there be Sermons of repentaunce, 
whych not wpthſtandpnge they that 
are deſtitut of the gouernment of the 
woꝛd of god do take neuer the latter. 
Fo2 we ſee vngodly and wycked men 
whych beyng aſſociat with p vnbele⸗ 


upnge Jewes , require a ſpgne from 
beauen, 
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heauen, which ik it apeare, tben with 

full vop ce they crpe out, oure ſpnnes 
| require ſuch wonders: but they of the 
. art of the euangelicall dogrine, doe 
a care theſe thinges pacientlp and de⸗ 
riue part from them ſelues to other, 
and euerp one that ſpeaketh of repen 
tance with the mouth, ſeldom doth it 
in dede. The only Chiftians in who 
the light of the woꝛde of god ſhyneth 
knowledge their ſynnes , and by the 
helpe of god ſtudieth to refo2me their 
Iyfe to a better ſtate, whome in theſe | 
p2eſent calamities this one thing can 
comfo2:t them, that they vnderſtande 
god by his ſpngular grace to tourne 
they2 deſerued paynes into marty2- 
dome: thꝛough whiche is cauſed that 
they alſo comfo2t themſclues,in who 
is this gpfte of God, that not onclyc 
they beleue in Chziſt, but alſo ſuffer 
fo: hys name ſake, Fo2 although our 
ſynnes be greate, pet nothwythſtan⸗ 
dyng we ſhall not feele the furpe of 
the chiefe cnempes of Chꝛiſt, but fo: 
the ſincere confeſſion of the fapthe, 
whych we maye declpne from pf we 
wyll go from the doctrine of the goſ⸗ 


pell 
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pell. The almightyc and greate God 
fo2 his diuine grace, and ſinguler aids 74 
of the holy goſt, vouchſafe to kepe vs 
Amen, | ö f 

The authour anſwereth againe tg | 
thys fy2ſte epiſtle : and app2oueth it, | 
notwythſtandyng(ſayth he)the ſtars | 
whiche fell out of that fp2zye wonder, | 
I had rather interpꝛetate to ſignifte 
the aduerſarye of Chꝛiſte with hys, 
which as hitherto haue bene counted 
| as ſtarres, and ſhal fall headlong out 


ofheauen as Lucifer dpd. tc. That is 
they ſhall fall from that vſurped au⸗ 
thozitie which they now haue, which 
the authour of all wonders and cffes 
«es grant. So be it. ˖ 

ern 1 8 taken out of diuers epiſtles 1 


0 le men, and certayne prynted 
bookes, prynted at Norynberghe and 
Vinaria, briefly ſer forth vypon the ſame 
wonder:ſo that it doth agre wyth thoſe 
epiſtles or letters ſer oute afote, whyeh, 
werealmoſt omitted. 


Tat möſterous fyꝛe was not ſene 

at Auguſt, Aindelicoꝛũ, noꝛ near 
about it,but it was ſene not far from 
Auguſt:as about Neurza, Landſper- 
gen, 
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gen, Nozinberg, and in the dukedom 
of TWirtenberge,in Belgicke, and al 
ſo towarde Hungarpe, within thiee 


dayes after Chiſtenmasg , but not in 


all theſe places on one dape: S0 that 


many of the neyghbo2s thought that 


it dyd burne, and ranne to quench it: 
and the fyꝛe fallynge from heauen in 
another place made them ſoꝛe afraid: 
This did a certapne noble man Waite 
in his epiſtle oꝛ letter. Me read in a 
pꝛinted leafe that this ſyꝛe was ſene 
towarde Cccelſhemp, Frochhemp, 4 
Bamberge: like wpſe at Campodune 
and in many other places, And a cre- 
deble man wꝛote vnto vs that it was 
ſene in the region of Ulme and in As 
theſina: Lpkewyſe at Lindauta, and 
in the monarchie of Banuarfa , ncare 
bnto Zuguſt (not wſtantynae it was 
not ſence in the citie of Auguſt)alſo to 
warde Uienna, and about Anwarpe. 
In the booke p2inted at Uinaria, we 
read that thys ſtrange wonder was 


ſene, the ay2e beyng cleare 4 no clou⸗ 


des at all,ſo that it occupied h fourth 
parte of the heauen wyth ſuch b2ight 
nes that one might eaſely ſee and per 

cepue 
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ceyue anpe thynge. Foꝛ the fire was 
great b2ode and longe (in maner as if 
ſome great citic had ben wholly al of 
fp:c)diſſeuered w thze white ſtrakes 
oꝛ furrowes of the which the one part 
appeared of the colour of bloode tem? 
percd with ſome other thing, and the 
other part was ſomewhat thicker, 
the laſt part at the goyng awap of it, 
it was tompaſſed about with a darke 
and thicke cloude. Other ſapde that 
the white ſtrakes were ſene at the be 
ginninge wyth the fire, not beyng ve 
rye red aboute the middeft, but a cer- 
taine clearnes mixte with redneſſe, 
thzough which alſo the ſtarres appea 
red. In ſome places warning was ge 


uen bpringyng of þ belles to quench 


the fire. The fozeſapde fp2e z as farre 
as men coulde iudge, remoued from 
the E aſt vnto the Weft: other w2ite 
that it began from the No2th in na⸗ 
ner of à cloud:and it ſemed as it wer 
caſtyng flames of fp2e from it like vn 
to ſtarres. At the firſt it was ſene thze 
dapes and a halte, at the leſt an hour: 
and a halfe afoze dape, it laſted about 


an houre and an halfe, and vaniſped 
C. i. away 
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away almoſt an honre afo2e dai. Out 
or letters witten from-Conſtance to 
vs. The nerte dap after Childermas 
day in the apze were ſene certaine 
great and longe ſpeares: two croſſes 
the one of them was whyte , what 


the other was it is not ſhewed, and a 


rodde was ſene in the ap2e in maner 
ok red bloode, ſo that ſome were rea⸗ 
dye to crie ſyꝛe. Certaine fiſhermen 
that were on the rincr abonte two ot 
the clocke after midnight dyd ſee this 
great and bzpght monftrous thynge 
whiche continued vntil ſyre a clocke, 
but towarde Turgauia and Helui⸗ 
tia was (ene a ſtarre wyth fpue ſeue⸗ 
rall beames whiche were about thzee 
pards longe ,+ in other places it ſe⸗ 
med in maner of a Hunters ſtaffe. 
The repoꝛt goeth, that aboute Ko- 
teuilla a tertapne heate was hearde 
in the apꝛe.euen as it had bene [iquo2 
boplynge ina potte , the which by 
and by wente downe into the nerte 
hyll, and there wpthin a whyple after 
it made the ſame noyſe in the carth 
that it dyd befoꝛe in the ayꝛe. And as 


the letters doe teſtifie , whiche 1 
1 en 
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ſent from Memminga. 

On Childermas dape bet wene fine 
and ſyre of the clecke in the moz⸗ 
nynge, moo2e then the ſpace of an 
whole houre , was ſene in the ay2e a 
great and an vnaccuſtomed rednes, 
towarde the noꝛth: in maner lpke vn 
to the faſhion of an hemicpcle and 
then it remoued ſomewhat towarde 
the @onthe, and bare befo2c it the 
lykenes of burnyng fy2e, by reaſon 
whereof in certapn villages the bels 
were ronge to gyue warning,to help 
to quenche it. 

In another part of this rednes ap- 
omen whyte forrowes : the whyche 

yp and by went out of ſyght lpke vn- 
to red firye flames, lo that they were 
ſenc ſhynyng by reaſon of the bzight- 
nes of the flame, 

Another parte of it was diſcoloꝛed 
and al red in maner of bloode, and ter 
rible of ſpght . The aire at firſt was 
not percepued, and though this red- 
nes the ſfarres were ſene to caſt out 
their beames . A ma that watched in 
a tow2e at Suricke, ſaide that about 
midnight he felt an earthquake, 

C. ii. And 
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And a certain crafts man which was 
a glaſier marnepled at the ſodden ſha 
kings of the glaſſe in p night, where 
of J maruatle that it was noted of 


none other, no2 ſene any where elles 
that we can heare . Oute of another 
epiſtle w2itten by a certaine learned 
man. This wonder of the fy2e in the 
ayꝛe was not ſence at Berne, but in p 
fielde there were many that ſawe tt. 
heare of nothynge that was ſence 
eponde Berne towarde Fraunce, 
noꝛ at Friburge,no2 at Lauſanne. 
Th ep do ſhewe of a certaine monſte⸗ 
rous thing ſene in the fielde of Berne 
there appcared a fp2p globe in the 
whiche a beare and a lpon ſemed to 
finhte together. In the dominton of 
Gruenenſis thep wiite that a globe 
of fire did flye ſo nere a vyllage, that 
a huſbande man was a frayed of the 
burnyng of his honſe, becauſe the fire 
was ſene ſo neare vnto the top of the 
houſe. Theſe thynges J w2yte bp re⸗ 
— to ſatiſfie pour requeſt bntyll J 
no we them moze certainelp. Thus 
ſapde he. 
Another wziteth that in the rb 
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The hiftory of ſtrange wonders. 
of Berne was ſene another wonder 


of an hoſte of men fpghtpng together 


but the authour J know not, 
Aiſa after thys foꝛeſapde wonder 
of fy:e that was ſene in the aire, that 


a clocke befoze none, there was ſene 
a fp2e to arpſe about Bade of Helue⸗ 
tia with a great thicke cloude. 

And when the huſbande men of Re- 
genſpurge(which'towne is in ß feld 
of Surick) ſaw it thei tan together be 
ing ready to quench it: by and by it va 
niſhed away, ſo that it was not per- 
cepucd whether anp kyꝛe had ben in 
that plate oꝛ no. Rot withſtandpng, 
this alſo may be thought to be a cer- 
taine wonder, 


The interpretation of rhe ſtrang wor 
det, ſet furth by the authaur, written vn 
to a frende of his dwellvng in Vinde- 
lick a countrey ot Germany. 


Gene pou moſte hearty thankes, 
Iban pou do part amongeſt vs pour 
interpzetation vpon that fearcfull 


and monſterous ſyghte, whyche you 
C. it. did 


is the thyꝛty dap of December, which 
Was the laſt pere. M. D. L. at eyght 
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did not onely ſein the atre at Helne⸗ 
tia and Kanie, but at Algea and tho⸗ 
rough out all Sucuia, ercepte at Au⸗ 
ſpurge, in which no man, no not the 
watche men, did ſee anp thing that 
daye, when not withſtandyng eit was 
ſene t wo oꝛ thꝛe mile of, and the good 
nepgbbours there thought Auſpurge 
dpd burne, and they did lamentablpe 
beholde the dukedom of Wirtenberg 
ranconia t Thuringa, at the ſame 
dure and moment when pe did ſe it. 
J have no naturall philoſophie that 
thereby J might contecture it to com, 
fo2 in ſuch a dead and cold tyme there 
coulde not happen ſuch vapours no: 
ſuch erhalations , that mighte cauſe 
ſuch fy2c to appear euery where: no: 
pet was the cauſe of the ecarthquaks 
knowen amonne you , ſeing it was 
heard to be no where els . Therefoꝛe 
tome to pour interp2etacton:andJ 
hope that Chꝛiſt wyll come ſhoztiy : 
reuenge his worde. t iudgethe wo2ld 
by fyꝛe: wythout pon had rather thus 
to expounde it, that in all places 


wher this fyꝛe was ſene, the fire of 5 
goſpel ſhal ſo purely cleanſe the _ 
ble 
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| o that all ſparkes and aſhes ſhalbe 
o lowen quite away. But at Bauar 
ot and Auftria where this fire did not 


appeare,they ſhall perpſhe in darke- 
neſſe, crcepte God be mercikull vnto 

De of certayne other ftraunge tokens 

and wonders, 

12 the ayꝛe, that is the ſeuen and 
twenty dap of December, in the 

the towne of Tubinga and the dnke 

dome of Mirtenberge and the villa- 
diſtant from Tubinga, ſoddenly ina 
certaine fielde there appeared a golſe 


them. 

Ve day befoꝛe the fyꝛe was ſene 
ende of the pere. M. D. LX. betwene 
ge of Jeſingam, which is two miles 
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© | Which was ſire and thirty fote depe, 

e | twentyfote bꝛoad. and about 5 carth | 
I no moꝛe then a common pitte, round | 
x of compas,coteinpng of depth in wa⸗ | 
d ter nine kote. Other ſpzeade falſe ru- | 
« | mo2sab2ode 2 lay that it was of ſuch 
g | adepth that it could not be erpꝛeſier. 
$ | Alſo it is ſayde, that it rained bloode | 
„ about the ſame time in many places 
| of Germanxe. 
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The thirtene dap of December, the 
yeare. M. D. L. at Nienna and Aus 
ſtria, there was an earthquake and a 
great tempeſt , and fearefull lighte⸗ 
nyng. Tow2:es,houſes , and the Ca- 
thedꝛal church of Saint Steuen was 
urnte with lightenynge . The ap2e 
as ſene burne a longe tyme as a 
certapne noble man of Uindelicke in 
his letters doeth witnes vnto vs. 
We knowe fo2 a ſuertye that late- 
ly in Fraunce, when the king had aſ⸗ 
ſembled þ head men ofa citi together 
into hys owne p2eſence:behold there 
appeared a great comet oner the city 
which continued as long as 5 aſſem- 
blie endured : that is. rrviii. dayes,in 
the peare. . D. LX. in the moneth of 
December. 


Of wonders or ſtrange thyngs ſe ne 
in the countrey of Pymont. Taken our 
of the lerters yyritten to a certain prince 
in the yeare. 1560. in the meneth of 


December. 


T Chiraſyn a fyꝛe was ſene in p 
atrc which laſted thꝛe boures. At 
Trauil⸗ 
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Trauilla it rayned bloode as manys 
houres , that is to wit, thꝛe houres, 
At Foſan were ſene as it were, th:s 
fy2y cometes. In the plaine nert vn- 

entalp there appeared a great num 
ze of hozſemen in the ayze, At Ca⸗ 
ragnan ther was ſene an earthquake 
which ſounded lpke the woheles of a 
waggon . At Pinaroly was ſene in 5 
aire the maner of a fyzp linnen cloth: + 
and many other ſtrang wonders wer 
ſene in ſundꝛie other places. 

Ok the heauenlp goat(foz2 ſo Ariſto 
tle calleth it) there was ſene at Ca⸗ 
thaline,a notable towne of Fraunce 
commonly called Cholos, in the pere 
of our loꝛde. M. D. L. JI I. the fyrte 
dap of the moneth of Parche, betwen 
ſeuen and epght of the clocke at aftcr 
none, aboute the Boone a burnpnge 
fp2e, in the which was ſene, as it had 
bene the poynt of a ſpeare, going fro 
the Eaſt vnto ß Meſt, 4 caſtyng out 
flames and fearful great burnynges. 
As Conrade Uptoſthenes wiitteth in 
dis boke of manſtcrous and ſtraunge 
Wonders, 
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The hiſtory of range wonders. 
2®Of firaunge wonders and prode- 


* vious thynges, ſene in the ayre in - 
the begynayng of the yere.t5 5 6. 


1 N the begynnynge of the peare of 
our Loꝛde, a thouſande , fyue hun- 

dꝛed ſiftpe and ſyre: On a Sondape 
after Chꝛiſtenmas day about the eue 
nynge tyde, was ſene with vs that 
dwell abont Lauingaſas a certapne 
tontre man of ours wit in a letter 
to a frende ofhys)a great lyghtnyng 
and it thundered erceadinglpe, and 
not farre of from vs, a houſe ſtan⸗ 
dyng in a village was ſtrycken with 
Iyghtnyng and burnte downe. 
And the apꝛe opened verpe wyde and 
bꝛode, and dyd belche oute great and 
bꝛight flames of fpꝛe. The whiche 
tempeſt was about nyne of the clock 
at nyght , manpe of the people were 
wonderfully aſtonied and ſoꝛe afrayd 
in ſo muche that many ot them were 
domme a longe tyme after. 

Out of another Epiſtle o2 letter of 
the ſame wonder: the ſame dape at 
nyght in Bohem, Stleſia , and Piſs 
nia, there was a terrible tempeſt. 
any 
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P2aga,a!l the grounde of it wasw-l 
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and many men,cattell,great tow2es 
and churches wer ſtricken with light 
nyng and periſhed with fy2e. Alſo it 
rayned bloode and fpꝛe. Atowne of 
Melnicca foure mples diſtant from 


nigh conſumed with fire. The church 
of our Lady at Praga was burnte 
with lightnyng:and the church of . 
Anne that is in the mount was lyke 
wiſe burned. Two Churches beyng 
about two mile diſtant from Ltptia, 
were alſo burnt with lightning. And 
it ra!ned blood abundantip in p ſame 
place: and two camelles were ſene in 
the apꝛe deuouring a harneſſed man. 
tleuenth dap of Januarp, at Auguſt 
and Uintclick towarde the Alpes, in 


the night the air opened. and burned 
fo: a while moſt feareſull to beholde, 


and ſemed to thꝛeaten to be the lat⸗ 
ter day. At Hictenhuſa in Banarta, 
ther was ſene in p night ſuch b2ight 
nes, that p candle light in Zeta war 
ed dar ke, and when the candles were 
put out, the beightnes of thraire ſut⸗ 
ficcd the oz light, thꝛe hourcs * 

The 
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The kiftory of ſtrange wonders. 


The ſame pere of our loꝛde a thou⸗ 
ſand fpue hund2ed and thꝛe ſcoꝛe, the 
fpfth day of September in the towne 
of Parchia and Cuſterine, at nyne a 
clocke at after noone. Innumerable 
flames of fpꝛe dpd ſhyne on euery ſide 
in the aire w great bꝛightnes. And in 
the mpddes of the element there ap⸗ 
peared two fp2y beames. To cöclude, 
as F read mo2eouer, in an bnknowen 
autho2,a vopce was heard which (aid 
woe, woe, vnto the chnrche. Thus 
ſapeth James Fincelins , wzi⸗ 
tyng of the wonders 
done in hys 
tyme 


Of certaine vvon- 


DERFVLLSTRAVNGE 
| viſtons and merueplous 


tokens, 


C Out of the P2olongue of Joachim 
Camerarp of Pabe, in the Chꝛo⸗ 
nicle of Nicephozug , tranſlated 
by him into Latine and erpoun- 
ded, which boke was pꝛinted at 
Baſil by John Dpozinus, 


Fter that J chaunſed. to line in 

that tyme in the whiche the com 

mon wealth hangeth either in 

miſerable ruine, either in pernicious 

alteracion , o2cls in verp vehement 

and troubleſome affapzes . Trulpe 

(. good reader) Jcan not heartelp re⸗ 

topce,no2 inwardly be merpe, wpth 

any ryches o2 hononr that is coneted 

92 deſired in the publik weale. Fo2 J 

p2ap pou what is done o2 attempted 

almoſte in any place, that pertaineth 

not vnto þ decap of þ comon wealth? 

What obſtinacic is in men: What 

malpce and hatred 2 What conetouſ- 

nes and gredp nine What — | 
re | 
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deſpꝛe of rcuengement: T hat ambt- | 
tions luſt to rule? Not withſtanding 

theſe things be coucred, and do cloke 
them ſciues vnder molle honoſte nas | 
mes, as conſtancie, magnanimjtieoz {| 
valiaunt cozage, ſeueritie, and digni 
tie 02 honour, And by the law of God 
and man, many are compelled to obei 
they: malice. Amonges theſe thynas 
nothyng almoſt is done by deliberat 
counſell, and neither is any papnes 
taken in pꝛouidyng and lokyng dili⸗ 
gently to things of impoꝛtence, nep⸗ 
ther any chaungyng of ſcntence 02 a- 
ny co92reaion fo2 vice. All thinges be 
lawfull to them that be in authoꝛitie 
and are mightye. Polre thynges are 
made vnholye: publycke thynges are 
made pꝛiuate: peace is tourned into 
ſtryfe:ſo that there is no oꝛder ſet in 
thinges, Cucry tate, and degre, and 
condicion, is geuen ouer to mocking 
and diſdepning. Deadly hatred-is ex⸗ 
ertiſed in enery place:to the fulfilling 
of the which hatred helpe is ſone cal- 
| led from cuerp ſyde. They do p2aciſe 
i: crueltie and typꝛanny lyke vnto the 
| bꝛutiche Zarbartans, The which be⸗ 
; ing 
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ing of them ſelues moſte filthye and 
vile,doe all thynges contraryc to the 

lawes and oꝛdinaunces of the elders; 
the common wealth which the good | 
men lcft vnto their poſteritic, among | 
T theſe, muſte ok neceſſitic peryſhe and 

vtterly decape. But although the ft- 
tuation of the ſtarres, and manye | 
ſtraunge and monſterous things doe 
fo:eſhelve and Harne vs of this: not 
wythſtandyng the moſte catdent to⸗ 
kens of the mutations of the foꝛmer 
cauſes, by the whyche map lawfullp 
be taken moſte certapne confecures 
of that which is to com. TA hich to de 
tlare in a few woꝛdes ſhall not be(as 
J thynke)diſagreable to the matter. 
And the fo:etcilings of aſtrolog ie, of 
the moning of ſtarres, of the eclipſis 
and conſunction of the Sun et moone | 
and of the flames of the comcts,be al 1 
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moſt knowen vnto cuery man: other 
wonders alſo foz their oftences do the 
lee moue mens mindes . But what 
viſions haue bene ſcene aſwell by the | 
that waked as them that flept(cnter | 
pꝛetated by ſothſaiers) it wer to long | 
to declare 02 rather inũnite. 5 | 

nec | 
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One thynge J doe remember well, 
(if a ma map lawfully ſpeake on this 
faſhion)F did ſe in my dꝛeame one ho 

ly and he auenlpelikencs oz piaure. 
A certapne good and godly man dpd 
ſee with in theſe fewe peres ina viſi⸗ 
on(as it ſemed vnto hym) a great ar- 
mye of men dpd ſkermiſhe and fyghte 
together, and were ready with thepz 
weapons in their handes to fy2e dil⸗ 
lags, townes, t cities, and to waſte E 
deſtrope the fieldes : manye men fell 
down:ypet not wythſtandpng it could 
not be pertepued who had the vigoꝛy 
Alſo this battel was ſo intermeddled 
that it coulde not clearelp be ſene of 
whome it was done no2 agapnſte 
whome. In one place alſo he behelde, 
and ſawe kpue wzptynges oz ſtriptu⸗ 
res, of fpue diſtinge and chaungeable 
toloures, in þ whiche was ſhewed di⸗ 
uers names t diners ſentfces, which 
were ſene in p aire after this maner. 
Blacke fo2 the Fewes , and Moſes 
lawe. Whyte fo: the Chꝛiſtians and 
onely fayth of Chꝛiſte. Pelowe of the 
3 of the byſhop of Rome. Ned 
oz the Turkes, Laracenes ee | 
met 


— —_ 


; hometh the meſanger of onelp God; 
ties of the Anabaptiſts. What theſe 
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Ppelowithe, fo2 the wozkes and liber⸗ 


thynges do ſignifie can not be hydts 
any man that wyll ſtudpe to knowe 
what ſhal happen wythin theſe fewe 
peres, and what is nowe done. 


Aboute the ſame tyme, the maner 


of a longe hiſtozpe was ſene in the 


cloudes : whiche afterwarde was ſet 


furth in a picure, dꝛawen out and pu 


bliſhed at Eelgicke, in thys maner 


hereafter folowyng. 
There appeared an armed man on 


hoꝛſebacke wyth a ſpeare charged in 


his hande, and readpe fo2-to runne a 
courſe. And beſpdes thys, was ſene 
the lykeneſſe of the Emperour Char 
les the fpfth, with a crowne vpon his 
heade : and neare bnto it a hogges 
ſnoute, ſomwhat hygher there was 
ſene two Lyons rampynge and l[e1- 
ping ago pnft thꝛe other Lions: and 
a lytle beneth them, two great Dꝛa⸗ 
gons ſpuyng out flames of fpꝛe. 

And alter thys was ſene great ar⸗ 
mies of men ok warre, aſwell by (ca 
as by lande, and euerye where was 

D. i. truell 
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The hiſtory of ſtrange wonders, 
truell burning of townes and caſtels 


and villages, And ther was alſo ſene 
in the apꝛe a Pecocke wythout fcete 
baupng no wpnges : and neare vnto 
hymthere was a Dꝛagon. Alſo in the 
ſame place was an Egle hauyng the 
greateſt parte of hym hyd behynde a 
danke: and aboute the banke was a 
Ipytle Egle. Lykcwiſe was ſcene a Li⸗ 
on crowned lying on hys backe, who 
a Tocke dyd ſtrycke on the thꝛote. 
After this there. were gathered toge- 
ther many and diuers beaſtes, wyth 
ho2rible foꝛmes and ſhapes : and all 
monſterous beaſts, except the wylde 
Anicozne which the Grekes doe call 
Monoceros,and a verye fapꝛe and great 
huge Clephant , By and by another 
armye of men appeared agapne bur- 
nyng and deſtroping: and a Cocke 
defendpng hym ſelfe agapnſt a Lyon 
whoſe head was ſemed to be cut of. 
And laſte of all, there was ſene a 
great lake, in the whpch were dꝛow⸗ 
ned(as they doe declare)townes,and 
great Churches, they: ſteples bepng 
ſene to appeare aboue the water: and 


a Camell was ſene alone vpon the 
banke 
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bancke, with his head in þ lake dꝛyn⸗ 
kynge. Wonderfull many flampng 
Dꝛagons were ſene, bꝛeathynge out 

flames of fpꝛe and much venpm cue- 

ry where, 

Unto me truly theſe thynges ſeme 

not vnpoſſible to chaunce , ſpecially 
and chiefly to thoſe people whpche 
doe trouble and moleſt the wo2lde in 
this oure age , with great verations 
and ſoze afflictions. Ps 
Furthermoze , it is declared bnto 
vs, that thys pere there are verp ma⸗ 
nye monſterous by:thes , bothe of 
mankynde, and alſo of many and di⸗ 
uers other kyndes of beaftes. 
Amonge the which, was the notable 
great Bonkecalfe(that is a calfe like 
a Ponke)and befoꝛe hym an Ale , a 
man, and a fiſhe,of mired fozmes and 
diuers ſhapes. And after that there 
came furth another monſter whiche 
was a fpſhe lyke a Ponke. 
Foz in the bowels of the man was 
kounde iron (as we haue often tymes 
pꝛoued it trew) what doth that ſigni⸗ 
ſie but inwarde commocion z ctuill 
hatred oz rp ſfe⸗ 
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The hiſtory of ſtrange wonders, 


them ſelues ſo often tymes, and ſo 
wonderfull, verclye we ought to vn- 
derftande and to thynke, that the mo 
uing and woꝛkyng of nature is w2a- 
ſted out of frame, and the ſtate and 
condiciqn of men to be tourned out of 
tourſe, t that the effectes of nature be 
ing weake x ſicke map no longer con- 
tinue no2 endure: fo2 euen as monſte 
rous by2thcs doe not Ipue longe , ſo 
likewyſe the degenerate and monſte⸗ 


rons ſtate of thys cozrupt world ſhall 


not laſte longe. 

As J doe remembꝛe (and as 3 ſapd 
befo2e to certapne men whiche tolde 
me, that a mayde at Khenie lpued 
wythout meate and dꝛynke 3 dyd tcl 
the how that ſhe could not |vue long 
noꝛ continue without foode:as if one 
thoulde ſaye , it were a wonderft:ll 
and a merueplous thyng to be done, 
pyk that common wealthe ſhoulde not 

decaye and peryſhe, where the rulers 

(which ought onely to no2iſhe and to 

bpholde the ſame ) eyther be not able 

to gouerne it, oꝛ elles be farre abſent 

and a e krom it. * A 
Bu 


Therekoꝛe theſe thynges ſhewyng , 
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The hiſtory of ſtrange wonders. 


But we ſee moſt manifeſt ſignes and 
enident tokens of fozewarnpne. 
Fo2 as by the ryſyng and the goyng 
do lune of the Sunne, we knowe the 
commyng of the day x the nyght. &0 
in lyke maner J doe ſuppoſe, that a?- 
ter the bꝛeakyng bp and diſolupnge 
of the lawe and diſcipline of the ch2:- 
ſtian common wealth, ſome great 
fall and deſtruction muſte ok. 
neteſlitie foſow, and 
alter lpke ſoꝛt 
we mape 1 
e —_—_—:- 
iecture other ieoperdyes and 
| daungersfo2 to 
tome. | 


¶ Co God be all honoꝛ and gloꝛp, foʒ 
theſe and all other his wonder⸗ 
ful woꝛkes, declared and ſhe⸗ 
wed vnto vs. 
Bo be it. 


PSALME. 19. 


Th: heauens declare the glory of God, 
Aud the fyrmament ſhewreth the 
worke of hys hand, 


W —_ — 
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